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1 N C . the Diſcourſe of a Reform in 
Chyrurgery, has been on Foot, Ihave El 
hat Thoughts to Communicate my Mind © 
to You, on that important Affair; not = 

ae" T have the Vanity to think my ſelf the 9 

fitteſt Advocate, but having made a more par- =_ 

ticular Enquiry into the Abuſes, for which we —_ 

ſeek Redre „ than I believe ſome others of tile 
W I was the lefs unilling to appear 

Indeed Had we to do in tone but * 

n 6 the = 

| | Wo 
ſt 


* 


* 


* 
$ 
| 


ther or no it be Engroſt, by a** 


109) -- | 
the Conſiderate, and more knowing part of the 
World: Our Cauſe would ſpeak its own Utillity, 
and nothing would appear more plain then tile 
Neceſlity of a Reformation; but ſince the much 
greater part of Mankind, are unhappily got on 
the other ſide, tis ſurely a Praiſe worthy Act, to 


Endeavour their Recovery from an Impendirg 
| Ruine. I know 'tis very commonly Argued, 


Si Populus vult decipi, Diſcipiatur. But this how- 
ever Pert, is not by ſome allow'd to be Con- 
clufive, who thinks it ſo much wanting of 
common Charity, that whoever can, aud pre- 
vents not the Deception, 1s in their Eſteem 
equally Criminal with the Deceiver. 


That the Practice of Chyrurgery is now, more 
than ever ſhamefully abus d; is as undeniable; as 
I think Unqueſtionable ; and that the People are 
the greateſt Sufferers by Countenancing the Abuſe, 
We have too many wretched Teſtimonies for it's 
Demonſtration ; what then ſhould hinder the 
Worſhipful Company, of which, you Sir, have 


the Deſerved Character of One of, the Prime 
and moſt Worthy Members, from Unanimouſly 


Petitioning that Auguſt Aſſembly in the Pre- 
ſent Seſſion, that Her Majeſtys Subjects may be 


better provided for, in the Diſaſters they are 


Subject to, and that thoſe Swarms of Scandalous 
Pretenders may be Suppreſt. Miſtake me not, 


STR, I am not for making Chyrurgery a 


meer Monopoly, nor do I Value. whi- 


has had a Liberal Education, and can give 
a Rational Account of Practice. | 


I know tis too: Cuſtomary with ſome ( per- 
haps leſs knowing than thoſe they Stig- 
matiſe ) to Brand every Perſon with the Name 
of Quack, who has not Run a Univerſity 
Circuit, or Serv'd a Seven Years Drudgery to 
a Plaiſter-Box : This I cannot think to be a 
Fair Treatment, ſince tis poſſible for to find 
ſuch, who have gone through both to very 
little purpoſe, whilſt a Fertile Genious, Cul- 
tivated with greater Induſtry, and a more Se- 
dulous Application has without this Formality, 


at ſometimes done his Country very good 
Service, 


If- the good of the Publick is found to be 
the Principal, or the Real Motive; an Undertak- 
ing to Reform the Practice, cannot ſurely meet 

with a Diſappointment. 


That the People are Dayly prejudic'd in their 

*Limbs and Lives, by Unſkilful Perſons, is 
the matter to be enquir'd into; for Evidence 
of which we need not give Sur ſelves the 
Trouble to Examine every Private Chyrurgery : 
| Thoſe Noble Yoſpitals in this CITY, 
one of which is ſo extreamly Happy in your 
Attendance will Furniſh- Inftances enough of 
this Nature, where, upon Enquiry, a great 


Number of thoſe Deplorable Misfortunes, are 
found to 


60 take their Riſe from the injuditious 
5 | Manag- 


"(oy 


| Management of ſome Unlearned Empiric, | or 


Ignorant Old Woman. 


A Cheat in o Phyſic, or cirrargery; is ſo ve- 
ry Facile, 41 :4 fo Diffcultly Diſcovered till 
tis too late; that confidering the Conſequence 
Viz. a Diſeaſed Body. or the loſs of a Man's 
Limbs, tis the more amazing that any Goyern- 
ment ſhould be regardleſs what fort of Perſons. 
are entruſted with the diſcharge of either. 


A Large Aſſurance, with a plentiful Stock of 
Impudence, as tis all that is accounted more Im- 
mediately neceflary : So is it moſt commonly all 


that is to be found in theſe ſcandalous Pretend- 
ers to either of the Profeſſions : And yet notwith- 


ſtanding I nced not tell you, how many Perſons, 
8 J y 
quickſighted enough in other Matters, are too of- 


ten enſnar'd with the giddy Multitude. 


Chyruygery "SR in this indeed ſbmewhat of 
an Advantage „ that whereas in Phyſick, very 


often the Abuſe is never detected: in Surgery 


(tho ſometimes too late) the Miſcarriage appears 


: maniteſt, Tis on this account, I mean the al- 


moiſt mathematical Certainty it carry's with it in 


13 Operations, as well as that of its greater An- 


tignity ; that with Submiſſion to the Learned, I 
chobld always place it on the Right hand of 


 Phylack, were] to make any diſtin&tion. 


[ muſt confeſs, tho' I cannot come up intire- 
ly to that Gentlemans Eelicf, who I have often 
heard declare that a Lazy Phy fitian made the firſt | 


Pl | Surgeon. 


x * 
8 
* 


Surgeon and Apothecary - Yet I muſt think all 
Three inſeparable Branches of one common Stock; 
and tho' the Multiplicity of Diſeaſes encreaſing : 
with Mankind, wich grew too much for one Man's 
Care, firſt brought in the Diviſion : Yet the 
- Antients for the moſt part, diſtinguiſh them 
no otherwiſe then as Theory and Practiſe: Or 
Sclence properly ſo called, and the ſame Sci- 
ence reduced into Practiſe. 5 


he this Sir. as it will, I hope to find you of my 
Mind, that as it was never reckon'd a Diſhonour 
to a Phyſitian, to be well acquainted with the 
Practice of Chyrurgery : Witneſs thoſe excellent 
Lectures of Dr. Reed, ſo muſt I needs think him 
but a Lame Surgeon, who underſtands not 
1 enough Pharmacy to give an account of his own 
* Medicines: Or has learnt ſo little of the Materia 
| Medica, as to let a Patient die (where a Phyſitian 
is not at hand) for want of the moſt proper and 
Preſcription. See 


el. 
3 
&* N 
15 
& .-» 
I 


Tf ſome Men have ſo much Buiſneſs as to want 
two Aſſiſtants, I fee not why it ſhould be thought 
a Crime for him who has leſs (provided he be 
found qualified) to practice as the Antients did: F 
| Whoever incurs. the Cenſure of a Quack on | 
this Account, has very little Reaſon to be con- E 
cern'd : Since even the Prince of Phyſitians, Hypo- + 
crates, likewiſe Galen in the Beginning: And 
of latter times, Ambroſe Parey, the moſt excellent 
__ Hildanws, with Hund reds more might be enu- 
merated, were no other Men. | 
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Tis the Qualification which we are principal- 
ly to regard, and that only to inſiſt on: So that 


If our Repreſentatives would take this Matter 


into their ſerious Confideration, and provide by 
ſome good act, that no Perſon ſhould preſume to 
practice, till He had firſt paſt an Examen, and 
was found fit to beentruſted with the Care of the 
Diſeaſed Subje& - Whoever I ſay ſhould be found 
thus fairly to be entituled to the Profeſſion, I 1 
ſhould not for my own part, envy him the Fruits 
of his Labour, altho' he comes not in after that 

manner, that ſome people wou d have him. 


It may ſeem indeed a Hardſhip to the Free- born 
Subject, that an Aliene or Foreigner ſhould run 
away with his Lively-hood : And tis very often 
reſented, that one Man ſhould be ty'd to a feven 
Years Apprentiſhip (which you know SIR, was 
my own Cafe) to purchaſe thoſe Priviledges ſome 
Others find a ſhorter way to; but alas, S1R, all 
this would never injure cither Phyfick or Chy- 
rurgery, but rather excite Men to a kind of Emu- 
lation and put them upon ſtudying who ſhould 
render themſelves. the moſt deſerving of the 
o ont 


In Mechanics, tis certain the Foreigner how- 
ever induſtrious, is excluded the City Liberties: 
But in the Liberal Arts and Sciences, Ingenuity 
will and ought to be encourag'd.; the Accomplitti- 
ment of the Perſon being ſtill mote valuable, _ 
than his manner of. acquiring it. Our, Company 
I dare ſay, will receive no detriment, by the En- 
— 2 N OD " courag- 


- 4 —_— 
* 2 a ; 
i , 


TJ 
e evtiragement of Leimmedo and. 


f | habs Men: 
Neither can I perſwade my TJelfic#hdyp Acre any 
thing more (and nothing cam he more defirtable 
for. the fafety! of the Pedpley'nhia tir! ever 
Perfonttroind bs)robttped Hu ar ſatisfact 
and Riffrient ro of kiss Capaeirgp of! ther- 

wiſe "ſeverely! Puniſht, for pi fm gte: che 
unſpeakable: Dammage of the Qu,,?ᷣ9ο, Sub- 
jects, to intermedie in this Noble Nrti: 10 


If this” were once Oht aid, Fun fütisfd tho 
Ctty of Landon would ind u Dimon in the 
15 Bills of Mortality: *Exery! Patio cherein would 
- te lefs burthen'd dela ICIS and 
thoſe renowned Yoſprtals; perhaps capable of re- 
ceiving all that ſhould? be telt 4, UHMHwheéreas 
now, through their vaſt Numbers, à ſmall part 
only can be admit tee. 
en ö DNS A STE. 
_» Having furveyed'fomewfithe Ont-parts of the 
Town, I fincb thers is frcarcetu Barber or an A- 
pothecary who does not Blei cut Iſſues, treat 
Apoſtems, apply Plaiſters, Hultiſſes and Fomenta- 
tions. The great Numbers of puncturd Tendons 
and Arterys, Stiff and uſeleſs b ynts &c. are Laſt- 
iing Kxam ples with ho much) udgment they 
1 (6. > perform'd the fipſt>And*the> ſiſtulons Uicers 
And foul Bones, which ate Weekly brought into 
the Yoſpitals, as well as to every private Practi- 


tioner;” do plainly! evince'hbiyl flenderly! qualified 
the N Indern haue ech for Performances vf 
una Nature: r live pn ons Slogaul 
ht Barbera are alfead y underthe Lfh-of a good 
Tawpand * its Exe. 


. cution 
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cution, we-find many of them altogether inſen- 
fable of the Penalty they incur, indeed ſo far from 
fearing any, that there are not wanting thoſe, 
who have of late taken down their Polls, and 
hung out the Surgeons Sign inſtead theteof? By 
which the unwary orgs rn mt.chief'd and 
often buy their Repentance at the loſs of a Limb, 
being frequently ruin d before they are made ſen- 
fible "of their unhappy! Miſta ws ns 


This Act, SIR, which rm ſpeaking of, was 
made in the 32d Year of K. Henry the Ei ghth, 
at the time when the Barbers and Surgeons were 
(as it falls out) unhappily incorporated : That 
part which relates to our purpoſe, you will find 
in che old Statutc-Book thus worded. 


Be it ated, ordained and 3 ha the Au- 
phority aforeſ, aid, that no manner of Perſon, within 
the City of London, « after the Feaſt of the Nativity 
of our LORD GOD wext coming, ung any Bar- 
bery or Shavine within the ſaid City of London, 
Suburbs, or one Mite Fork. of 4 aid City of 
London : He vor they, nor noxe . r them, to 
bis or their uſe, E ocenpy any b Letting <4 
Blood, or any other thing belonging to Surgery ʒ draw 
img of Teethonly excepted, aud moreover Oc. 


What immediately follows, is an ae den 
of the Surgeons to Trim and Shave, but this, I 
ſuppoſe the Barbers will excuſe me the tranſcri- 
bing ; ſince I defie them to fhew me one Tegally 
. Surge on who 1 in their Occupati- 
a+ 


* 


ene 
on: But to proceed to the Poniſhment of the 
1 Offender. 1 * | SI Os * \ | | 7 | : © | : } 


* 1 \ 0 a, 


If any Perſon or Perſins, uſing Barbery or Sur- 
gery, at any time hereafter, offend in any of theſe 
Articles aforeſaid, then for every Month, the ſaid 
Perſons. ſo offending, ſhall loſe, forfeit, and pay Five 
Pound: The one Neige thereof to the King our So- 
vere ign Lord, and the other Moity to any Perſon, 
that will or ſhall ſue therefore, by Action of Debt, 
Bill, Plaint, or Information in any of the Kings 
Courts: Wherein no Wager of Law, Effoin or Pro- 

tetion ſhall: be admittted er allow d in the ſane. 


7, R 


You ſee, SIR, here is an Act, expreſsly for- 
bidding the Barbers to practice any part of Chy- 
rurgery: And yet on account of the common Ap- 

Pellation of Barber -Surgeon, inſtead of Barber 
and Surgeon, together with the neglect of puniſh- 
ing the Offender, many Perſons (as I have elſe- 
where remark'd_) make no other Diſtinction be- 
tween one and the other, than in ſome few De- 
grees of a better purchaſed Experience. 


In the begining of rhat Kings Reign, 


TO the King Our Sovereign Lord, and to af 
 * Tve Lords Spiritual 2 Temporal, and 
| Sa: Commons 


„ * 


Learns | h 
fo fa! forth that conrmon Artiſicer c, as. Smiths, 
Weavers, aud Women boldly: and coſtomabiy take 


2 (6612) | 
Commons in this Preſent Parliament Afﬀ- 
embled: Forasmuch as the Science and Cunnius 
of Phyſick and Surgery (io the Perfect Knowledge 


' whereof be requiſite both Great Learning and Ripe 


Experience.) 3s Daly within tbir Realm, Ex- 
erciſed by 4 great Multitiale of Ignorant. Perſons, 
of whom the greater Number hebe no manner of 
in et pine Same; mori ane νeẽj, kind of 


5 


ge Sojve al ſor mom no Letters ou the Book, 


upon l hem great Cures and things of great Difficut- 
ty, in which they partly nfe Sorcery,” aud" iVitchcraft ; 


partly apply. JuchMedreines vo the. Diſeaſe, asbe very 


no youc, and nothing meet therefore, 10 the High 


Diſpleaſure of God. great Infimy to the Faculty, 


and the Griedour Hurt, Dammage and Detriment 
of many of the Kings Leige People, moſt eſpecially 
= nf \thofe who cannot .daſrer, the UDrciimuing from the 


(unningi He it therefore (to thabarcty and? Cons 
rt e all manner of People!) oþy Authority of this 


Preſent Parliam nt, Enated, that ub Perſon within 


the City of London, wor within Scven Miles af the 
Vero, take upon him 10 Exenciſe aud Oc cupy as « 


Phyſetian, or ( Hyrurgeon, except he be first Examin'd 
Approved and Admitted by the Biſhop of London, 
or the Dean of Pauls, for the Lime being, calling to 


Vim or them Four Doctors in I Hie and for 
( hyrareery, other Expert Pero ous in that. Faci ty 7 


and for the Firſt Examination, ſuch as the ſnall 
think Convenient and afterwards always Four of 


| them that have been ſo Approved, upon the pain of 
\ Forfeituge, Por every Math that they ſo Occupy as 
. PLyſitiazs.,,, er Chyrurgeons,, aud uot Admitted 


wo & mor 
"FIC: 74 1 5 : 4 1 - A 8 


wy 13 0 = 
nor Fxamin'd afler the Tenure of this AC T, 
Five Pounds, ul, be — ed, the One Half 
 thererf, to the © je of On > Saved. Lord the 
KING, and ite hr Half, herevf, te; any Per- 
Jes that, Jeb Se far i 12 u Sent 12855 
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This Act, SIR, bells — at a time, a8 Tcon- 
ceive, when there was a very. ſmall Number 
C Ode of the Contemporary Writers tells us they 
excceded not Half a Score) of Den 
and ſome even of thoſe few, not Worthy of 
the Name; it was thought Expedient, rather than 
the Subject ſhould. be quite deſtitute of help, 
that ſuch as out. of e were minded to 
Adminiſter to the beſt of their Judgments, ſuch 
Medicines as they were poſſeſt of, ſhould have 
the Liberty to ſuccour the Diſtreſſed, . without. 
Moleſtation, any thing in the farmer Act, to the 
contrary not withſtanding. But whoſoever! makes 
a: Parallel Caſe, or; Retorts, the Repeal of 1 that 
well intendended'7 Alt upon us; as it will argue 
but little foreſight ſo NS. can any ſuch Act 
if at this time in full force, 15 tende with the 
Incoveniences it was chen. 


- ® 


-. Ou City. God beth Wale 5 now Ks — 
fall y ſtockt with, legal 1200 well quallify'd Prad. 
ners 10 there being n more than Forty now, to one 


f.) a _ e can be 


| pro ance. 
all. time 7b: fo Fond Nen of. Proffli: 
id Price but (ure it is not Pru- 


-1 e to 3 the whole Societp, for the 
 Eaylts of foe Particular Members. 


Con- 


Conſpiracies to do Miſchief, too often ſuc ceed 


when mannag d by Three or Four, but a Com- 


bination for the ſame purpoſe (if ſuch a thing 
can be ſuppos d) among ſo many Hundred, can- 
not long paſs Undiſcover'd. 


If you ask me what I mean, Sir, let me tell 
you what I have heard Diſcours't, againſt an 
Act for Regulating the Practice of Chyrur- 


Should this Art be once Engroſt (which Iam 
not pleading for unleſs by ſuch, as are only fit 
to Practice it) by any certain Number of Men; 
ſome People perſwade themſelves, they muſt 
then lye at the Mercy of the Surgeon, into whoſe 
Care they commit themſelves, and he may rate 
them as he pleaſes for his Attendance. This, be- 
lieve me, Sir, however Triffling, has been hand- 
ed by ſome of the Graver Citizens about a Cof- 
fee-Rooin, and being once in Company, I put 
the Queſtion, whither, Since there was a neceſſiey 
to lie at ſome Body: Mercy, or chooſe to Perifh 
without Remedy, if it were not more Rational and 
Safe, to ſeek Relief from a Juditiout and Reputa- 
ble Artif, who had given many offer Proofs 


w 


of his Judgement and Integrity, or ſuffer under the 
air Promiſes of ſome Butcherly  Mountebank, or 
"Onchilfut Barber. Either of. whoſe Dematids 
may for ought they know be (as Generally they 
are) much more Extravagant than thereal Artiſts 
and too often paid with this Mighty Differ- 


045) 
ence, viz. the former for helping on our Ruin, 
the latter our Recovery. 


J cant perſwade my felf, but that the Art of 
Chyrurgery is at this time in a more Flouriſh- 
ing State then ever, and am inclinable to believe 
the City of London ca n produce a greater Number 
of Men, Eminent in that Profeſſion, than any o- 
ther in the World; and yet at the ſame time, I 
am ſo far from thinking there is not Room for a 
Plus ultra, as to fancy its Zeneth ſcarſe in fight. 
Till the Indomitable Cancer is made Tame ; the 
 Obſtinate Elephantzaſss is renderedplyable, or the 
Stubborn Scrophula brought under, we mult not 
reckon upon its Achme. Tis Plain however, there is 
nothing now more wanting for its farther Advance 
than a due Incouragement to its Learned Pro- 
feſſors 5 which is not to be expected till the Ma- 
giſtracy take Cogniſance of thoſe groſs Enormities 

Committed under a Pretence of Practice, and 
thereupon endeavour the obtaining ſome good 
Ad, whereby, for the Security of the Subject 
none but Approved, and duely examin'd Perfons, 
ſhall, have any manner of Right or Titk to 
the fame. . | . 


The Act above fpecified, by which the Bp. of 
London had the power of licenſing, ſeems able to 
groſs perverſion: For as his Lordſhip is no judge 
himſelf for Surgery, of a Qualification for Surgery, 

_ fo the method of obtaining Licenſes: out of that 

Court, is found fo very eaſy, that He who is maſter 
of a-ſmall ſumm of money, has ſeldom deſpalr'd 
of that kind of Protection. 1 


, * * 
* 8 
* ” ; 
&& wy © — +. * 
a o 4 „ + a 


If thoſe Licenſes are not forged, which are. 


ſhew'd frequently about the Streets by Perſon 

very unfit to practice, I am' ſure!it'wamd” he 

worth his Lordihips while to inſpect any Abule, 

that may be commited to him unknown: And if 
they are und Counterfeit, tis very reve: vio 
the. Offender ſhould go unpuniſh d. > 


K wet 100 1 2 "Is * Irini i 181 01 112 


; #4 * 
+: qa 1 3 7 Tk 4 * 


TT have * fovernl times = infos d by Mr. H 
that my Lord of . — has lately aſſur d the Go- 
vernours of the Surgeons Company, that he will 
grant no Licenſe to any who have not a Diploma 
to produce from the Examiners, as a Teſt of their 
ſufficiency : And altho' ſuch as have, - ought not 
in my Opinion) be put to any farther Expence, 


in the purchaſe of any other Teſtimony Tet ea . 


ven it this were ſtrictly put in pract ice, according 
to the true Intent and meaning of the ſaid Act, 
there would be given the leſs Reaſon for a Com- 


plaint. But ſince "the Law has laid fo great'd ſtreſs 


upon the ; Licenſe, and that this Licenſe 
has been obtained without any ſuch Diplom or 
legal Examination, there is room left for much 


Miſchief! to be tranſacted, and i _ {Bak 
of n Authority, 8 Led dn 
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diſtinct Diſcourſe; I ſhall wave them at Preſents 
However I camot pretermit what occur 9 to 
* theſe ark n 1 1 * 
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"Being lg in a Drugghſo-Shop; with an 
Acquaintance, there came” in a Perſon with the 


Mein and Habit of a Gentleman, who retir- 


ing with the Maſter, into a Back-Ware-houſe, 
lookt over ſeveral Parcels of Aloes, but finding 
them all too high Prized, the Druggiſt told him 
he had one Parcel which was ſomewhat Courſe 


and Foul, but if he lik't the Commodity, he 


ſhould have them at his own Price ; upon theſe 
ha, Agreed preſently, and order'd them to be 
ppt up for him. When he was gone the Maſter 
askt me who I thought he was, I told him by 
his Cheapning and Buying ſuch a Quantitie of 
Courſe Aloes, I ſhould have taken him for a Far- 
rier, but-his Garb and Appearance ſeem'd to 
contradict it; S 1 R, ſays he, this Gentleman 
has lately bougbt a Topping Gelding, and is 
tnrn'd Doctor, I have known that in Two Months 
time, he has diſpos'd of a larger parcel of theſe 
Goods, which he makes into Pills, and ſells 


| with A pitch Plaiſter and ſome other Medicines, 


| fi for the Bowels an ol Horſe. | x 


in a Two-peny Paquet: At the ſame timehe pro- 
teſted to me, that a Neighbour Farrier had re- 
fus d to meddle with them, as thinking them not 


"5 


By this, You may e A little how the he Miſtery | 
Iniquity is carried on; and the poor ignorant 


People who ſmell no Deceit but reckon all well 


DI 4 FY as ©, greedily allow down theſe abominable Me- 
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when they have a great deal for a little Money, 
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tboſe Poiſonous Medicines. 


F 

dicines, as they would the moſt Sovereign Remedy 
could be prepar d. If it purge and vomit them ſtout- 
ly they think it will do their Buiſineſs, and indeed 
it very ſeldom fails their ExpeRation therein, 
nothing being more frequent then a Super-pur - 
cation, enſuing the Exhibition of this kind of 


Traſh ; inſomuch that have known above Three- 


ſcore Stools, Voyded in a few Hours, and a 


great part of theſe nothing but pure Blood; 


what leſs can be expected, where the pernicious 
Feculencys adhering to the Coats of the Guts, 
fo ſoon as ever the Mucous Lining is ſcoured - 


off, the Reſinous Particles continuing their Irrita- 


tion, the Mouths of the Blood-Veſſels are laid 


open, and vaſt Quantities of their Noble Treaſttre 
diſcharg'd by Seige. I am ſure, SIR, I need 
not tell you, how often Syncope's, Inflamat ions, 
and Mortifications of the Bowels have brought 
the miſerably Afflicted Patient to his Grave, 
who has unwarily fwallow'd down ſame of 


* 


Theſe Horſe Pedlers have Wonderfully in- 


creaſed within theſe Three or Four Years, and 


ſome of them have had the Impudence to take 


up their Stands in the Heart of the Cy, altho 
more frequently in the Suburbe, where they have 
their Agents at work for them, in the Throng, 


that gathers round them, ſuch. as Whores and 
Pick-Pockets,. who are ready to vouch for the 
moſt certain Truth, the greateſt Lies can be In- 
vented. * But leaving Theſe, being more parti- 
eularly Cheats in Phyfick, I ſhall take the 2 
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of Trelpating on your Patience, whilſt I give « 
you a ſhort Account of an intended Vila 
in Chyturgery. | 


I make no queſtion but you have heard of one 
- +» who calls himſelf the un-born Dr. whither-or no 
tmhis Fellow's Birth had any thing in it monſtrous, 
I can't determine; but I am ſure his Practice is 

all over ſo. The Number of Womens Breaſts, 
which this Man has cut off within theſe few Years, 
zs. ſcarce to be believ'd: M yet I am told by one 
who made the Enquiry, that he cannot produce 
. One, where there was a true ulcerated Cancer, 

that is now living to tell Tales of Him. 


Whoever knows 'any thing of this Diſeaſe, 

muſt know it. to be the moſt Outragious of all O- 

+; "thers: And that the beſt grounded Judgment, 
and the moſt Rational Preſcription has been gen- 
erally baffled by it: So that thePerſon who is in 
moſt Haſt to be Well, and not content with the 
Palliative, will find her ſelf much deceiv'd by a- 

ny promiſed Real Cure. I can fafely ſay, I hayve 

not ſeen One, out of almoſt half a ſcore (tho the 
Operation has been perform'd by the beſt Artiſts) 
that prov'd Succeſsful at Long-Run ; the remain- 
ing Juices partaking of the ſame Ferment, ha- 
.  ving generally impreſs'd ſome of the old Leaven 
upon the Neighbouging Parts, in fo much that 

a durable ' ſound Cicatrix is almoſt impoſſible to 

* beobtain'd upon the Ulcer : For want of which, 

: there is way mide for the nutritious Particles, to 
|. be carried off with the virulent Humours : And the 
moſt Corpulent Body in a- few Months time is re- 
C. . - +7 _ 
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Mr. G (formerly very converſant in the 
Exciſion of Cancerated Breaſts) of late Years de- 
cline the Operation. I muſt believe Mr. Bernard 


to be as proper a Judge as any man, and Jam 
ſatigfied has had as Many of theſe Caſes fallen un- 


der his Inſpection: And give me leave, IR, to 
tell the World what J have often heard you fay; 


that you had not known ſuch a Thing as a true 


Cancer ever .cur'd ; what then can we think of 
this ſhameful Undertaker, who makes no more 
of taking off a Breaſt (althe no otherwiſe than a 
Butcher might do the ſame_) than ſome Perſons 
do to pair their Nails,, ſo that ſcarce any thing 


of a diſtemper'd Breaſt is preſented, but the poor 
Woman is frightewd' out of her Wits, with the. 
difmal Sentence pronounc'd of its being Cancer- 


ous; Thus every ſchirrous Knot or Induration, e- 
very ill curd Apoſtem, where the Glands are 
ſometimes bigg 2nd hard for the want of a timely 


H. ſcharge of Matter by a depending Orifice, every 
encyſted Tumour, as the Sicatom, Atherom &c. 
zores away with the ſame Prognoitick, and are 
commonly hack d off under that Denominati- 


ON. 


That I might not ſcem to talk too faſt, or 


peak what T cannot juſtifie, take this, amongſt 


many Relations of the like Nature I could preſent 


vol. 


| AGentlewoman ſometime ago (tho now living) 


came to me one Evening for my Advice about: 


her Breaſt, which {he ſhew'd me, exceedingly 
bigg, muchenflam'd and acutely painful from the 


_ exceſhve 
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duced toa Skeleton. This ill Sceceſs has made 


f 
| 


0 N 
exceſſive Tenſion. She told me ſhe was then juſt 
come from the Dr. in Mfoor-Feilde, who declar'd 
It was a Cancer, and if not ſpeedily taken off, 
would kill Her: Upon this, there was an Agrec- 
ment made, and for Five:Guineas down'ihernext 
day, the Operation was to have been pertdtin'd. 
I was much amaz'd at what flie Reported, and 
could ſcarce believe my own Eyes, or the touch 
of my Fingers by which I perceiv'd plainly the 
Breaſt was full of Matter; which had made an 
Abſces, and was occafion'd only by a Stagnation 
of the Milk, from cold after a Lying in. The 
Woman deſir'd I would not Flatter her, for ſince 
this Famous Operatour had afſur'd her it was a 
Cancer, ſhe was hard to be brought off from that 
Opinion; ſo that before ſhe admitted me to o- 
pen it, I told her ſhe might take the Thoughts 
of any other Chyrurgeon in the City; accordingly 
ſhe conſulted Three or Four that Night, and 
finding them all of the ſame Mind, that the 
Breaſt was in no Danger, but full Ripe for a 
Diſcharge. Upon her Return, ſne conſented to my 
Laying on a Bit of Cauſtic, from which, before 
the next Morning, the Matter had burſt through 
the Eſchar, in a prodigious. Quantity, and in 
Ten Daz s time, by the common digeſtive, was 
all dreined of, the Breaſt contracted, and the 
Ulcer incarn'd and firmly Cicatriz'd ; I witht her 


to pay a Viſit to the Doctor, but ſhe ſo much re- 


fented (as well ſhe might) his intended 
Barbarity, that ſhe would not go a-nigh 
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Argument of his Ignorance, and indeed a Scan- 
dal to an Artiſt, is what this Perſon chiefly 


Glories in, viz. That he Operates: without: lots 


of Blood, ſo that whither the Malady be malign 
or not, or the Habit of Body never fo Pletho. 


rick, in performing an Operation, where he 


ougnht to ſuffer a Free Diſcharge for the greater 
eaſe of the part, the Prevention of Symptoma. 


tick Feavours, Inflamation, &c. tis this Fellows 
chiefeſt Care, even the utmoſt of his Ambition, 
immediately to damm up the Mouths of the 


Veſſels and (if poſſible) to prevent the Effuſi- 
on of a drop of Blood, when at the ſame time 
if any large Artery is concern'd in the Hemor- 
rhage, his Fam'd Stiptick will not do ſo much 
as the common crude Vitriol made uſe of for 
that Purpoſe. 


I am now Highly Senſible it behoves me 
to ask your Excuſe for this Prolixity, which I 
have been rather Guilty of, not Pretending to 


inform you of what you know already; but 
do intimate, for the ſake of rhe Publick, the un- 


ſpeakable Damage accruing to them, by an 


unlimited Toleration of Ignorant and Unskil- . 


ful Perſons, in the Practice either of Phyſick 
or Chyrurgery ; which there can be no better 
way to avoid than (having beyond Con- 
troverſy manifeſted the Abuſe) by endea- 
vouring to obtain an ACT of Parliament for 
its future Prevention. | 
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Man- 


I haveobſerv'd, that which is the greateſt 
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This Man. S'TR, the! Daily the lim 


on his Public Stage to traduse abu 3 
vilify the whole Corporation, rede ag to 


make his Rabble Auditory believe, he can do | 


more than all of them : Such Cures 
borrow one of his own Thread-bare' 


d by the 
Hands of Man, if he N dich not RW 
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It is not many Months fince a Young Woman 


came to me with a large Tumor, Hindrins her 
Speech, ſeated under her Tongue upon the Sublin- 


gual Glands;being one of thoſe which our Authors 
Treat of under the Name of Rauula, ſhe had been 


with this Fam'd Pretender, who told her it 


- would kill her, and if ſhe ſuffer'd it to be ope'n 


fhe would inevitably Bleed to Death in a few 
Minutes: However not at alt diſmay'd at - 
moſt Scandalous and Ignorant Prediction, I 


vaiFd with her for thruſting in my Inciſion Knife 


deep into the Body of the Tumour, and inſtead 


of Blood diſcharg'd (what! expected ) ncer a 5 


Quarter of a Pint of a glary Matter, exactly 
like the Whites of Eggs; next Day I dilated the 


Wound, and having cleard away the Recrements . 
of the ſaid Humour, ermitted it to Unite, fo 


that this Mortal Diſtemper was in leſs than a 
Week removed; and that without the Hands of 
the ſaid R. B. or the help of * n 


5 Stiptic. 
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jn general, are —— in this at that 
R aw and Injuditious Perſon is not ſit to 


's entruſted with the Concerns of Life: Even 
thoſe who ſuffer by them, are of this Opinion. 
For the Law making no Proviſion for, an En- 

quiry, Who is, or is not qualified :- And it being, 
Sho aach proviſion, ge g for the People 
to diſtin one from the other; they muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſubjected to a very great number of 
un. fore· ſeen Misfortunes. | 


| iz n an 21 4! 
Tow know 57 R, tis be with theſe 
pPerſons to keep the moſt exact Account of — 
petty Cure or inconſiderable Recovery, that hap- 
pens where they have ag concerir'd, ſo that the 
next who reſorts to them, is ſomtimes ſent from 
one End of the Tove 985 the other, to enquire what 
great Feats they have done, in a Caſe as tis Re- 
preſented, exactly like that of the Qucriſts; 
whil& in the mean time their failings and miſ- 
carriages (which will be found Twenty to One of 


their a are ar up in the © ee Pri- | 
Vacy.. | | 


It would be ſtrange indeed, if the moſt i ig- 
norant Perſon living, had not the good fortune 

to be able to ſnew ſome, few that Fancied 
themſelves, or might really, tho at. hap hazard, 
be betterd by their Free ee but to 80 by 


_ 
ſuch a Rule in General, is much the ſame thing 
as for me to expect, becauſe I have heard 
of one in Fifty, that has fallen from 
Houſe without much Hurt, that I ſhall have 
the like Succeſs my felf. 


I cannot. ſay but I have known (and think 
it not the leaſt Diſparagement to the Perſons 
before concerned _) where an Old Woman has 
been fo lucky at Long Run, to have ſonff 
ſtubborn Ulcer ot Strumous Aﬀe& dry up un- 
der her management, when the ſame had 
been diſmiſt the Yoſpital as incurable; but 
what can be infer'd thence, ſeeing tis manifeſt 
where one ſuch Inſtance can be given, a Hun- 
dred others have receiv'd their Cures, in the 
fameYoſpital, after they had been ſpoil'd and 
ruind by ſuch People. 


L muſt Confeſs, as I have always lookt on 
it of great Neceſſity to Obſerve my ſelf, 
ſo I think it no uſeleſs Caution to the heſt 
of Artiſts, that they carry themſelves Cir- 
cumſpe&tly in their Prognoſtick 5 and not 
too poſſitively Pronounce the Event of any 
Diſeaſe; about which they ſhall happen to 

be conſulted. ® oe 


The Bady of Man is a Compage of ſo 
great Variety, ſo many little Springs are mov- 
ing this moſt Wonderful Machine : and the 
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Texture of the Fluids ſo ſuddenly alter'd either one 


way or another. that whoever rightly confiders, 


how wonderfulthe Animal Oeconomy is carried 


on, ill find it no juſtReflexion on humane Reaſon, 
that it cannot preciſcly determine, what fſhalF be 
the Reſult of ſuch minute Corpuſcles, as are there- 
in concern'd, under every particular Modification: 
For as the greatoit Depthot Judgment cannot ſome- 
times rectiſte its infcrutable Diſorders, or prevent 
the Ruine of the Stupendious Fabrick : So has it 


Men obſerv'd, at the Inſtant of ſome lucky Cri- 


lis, that an Emprical Medicament, given at{perfect 
 Randum, has fortunately turn'd the Scale, and 
brought a wonderfulEiteem and Credit to the vain 


glorions Mountebank ; nay, at ſometimes to the 


more ignorant old Woman, who if they never: 
one Caſual Recovery does fo ſtrangely amuſe 
the inconfiderate World, that ſome Perſons fhall 
think as well, if not better, of theſe ſort of People, 
tor. this ſingle Cure, than of an Artiſt, who 
inthe much greater variety of his Practice, Has. 


nad no more than one Miſcarriage. 


have already, in a former Apology, pub- 
ſiſnt in behalf of the Learned Practitioners in 
Chyrurgery, treated more laygely on this Sub- 


ject, and endcavour'd to ſatisfie every unpre- 


judiced Perſon, that the CITY of London is 
moſt abominably put upon - Abundance of its 
mhabitants maimed and undone through the 
Countenancing great Numbers of Ignorant ill 


deſigning Men, Who take on them the Name of 


Practiſers 


ſucceed after in any thing they undertake, that 
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Practiſers in Phyſick and Chyrurgery: And tiuly I 


haveoftenthought it avery great Unhappineſs, that 

none but ſuch, as arc lookt on as concerned Par- 
tys, can make 4 Judgment of this Matter. Now 
you know He that ſpeaks never ſo impartially 


or equitably in a Cauſe to which He is ſup- 


pos d to have the leaſt Relation, has not often 
a due Streſs laid upon his Aſſertions. 


As to my own part, whatever others think, 
I muſt believe this to be the Cauſe of the Pub- 


lick: For tho ſome ſmall Advantage may ac- 


crue to every particular Protelior by Law ap- 
pointed or duely examined: Yet the greater 
and more Momentous, will moſt certainly be 
the Peoples. | = 


Every Art has had its Adverſarys amongſt 


the Ignorant: But methinks 'tis very ſtrange, 


that this of ours, which gives Sight to the Blind , 
Hearing to the Deaf: Sets together our diſ- 
joynted and broken Bones, and reduces the 
Frail Structure of Humane Bodys to their wonted 
Health and Vigour, ſhould have ſo much as 


on amongſt the moſt barbarous part ofMankind : 


Nor would it certainly; if Care were taken to 
prevent any One ſkreening Himſelf under the 
Pretence, unleſs thoſe only who ſhould be found 
worthy to be admitted into the Practice. 


This, SIR, is what I hope we ſhall ſee ac- 
| D 2 __ compliſkt 
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compliſht, more eſpecially at a time, when One 
fo mnch above the Flattery and Envy of the 
World as your ſelf, is ready to intereſt Himſelf 
in the Affair: Who I am confident Chow well 
ſo ever you may wiſh ro Surgery) have too great 
a Regard to that juſt Eſteem and Repure you 
have deſervedly acquir'd, to promote its Refor- 
mation upon any other, than the moſt reaſonable, 
as wellas honourable Grounds : Whither or no 
theſe I have hinted, may not truly be deemed 
ſuch, I muſt leave to that greatefflembly who 
only have the power of redreſſing the Aggrie- 
vance, to determine, whilſt I remain : 


SIR 
Your much obliged Servant 
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Collection of the writings 0 hitherto extant) 
of Mr. Edward Ward ; VIZ. 


The Poets Ramble after Riches. 

2. Sotts Paradiſe, or the Humours of a Derby 
_— 

Ecleſia G. Falte a Dialogue between 
af age: Dragon and the Exchange-Graſhopper: 
4. Modern and Antient Loyalty a Poem. 

5. A Walk to Iſlington, with a Deſcription of 
New Tunbridge-Wells and Sadler Mufick-Houſe. 

6. The inſinuating Bawd and repenting Har- 
lot Ge. 

. The Revels of the G or a Ramble thro' 
the Heavens. 

8. A Trip to Jamaica, with a true Character 
of the People and Iſland. 

9. A Trip to New-Ergland, with a Character 
of the Country and — of both Engliſh 
and Indians. 

10A Frolick to Hers Babs With a Walk from 
Cuckolds-Point thro Deptford, and Greem-wicb'. 
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11. The Dancing School with the Adventures of 
the Eaſter Holy-Days. 

12. A Step to Stirbitch- Fair, with Remarks on 
the Univerſity of Cambridge. 

13. The 1 and 2 vol. of the London Mer, in 
3 parts, price hound 142. 

The preſent State of the Units: or an 
Account of 1. the Riſe,Births, Names, Matches, 
Children and ncar Allies of all the preſent chief 
Princes of the World. 

2. Their Coat of Arms, Mottos, Devices, 
Liverys, Religions and Languages. 

3. The Names of their chief Towns, with 
{ome Computations of the Houſes end Inhabi- 
tants, their chict Seats of Pleaſure, and other 
remarkable Things in their Dominions. . 

4. Their Revenues, Powers and Strengh. 

5. Their reſpective Conmon-Wealths, relating 
to the fame Heads, the third Edition, continued 


and enlarg'd with the Effigies of all the crownd 


Heads of Europe, As alſo the various Bearings of 
their ſeveral Ships at Sea. Price bound 28. 6d. 

The London Spyes compleat, in Eighteen Parts, 
Bound in one volume price 9s. 

TheSecret Hyſtory of the moſt renowned 
Elizabeth and the E. of  Effex. by a Perſon 
of Quality. 

Stanlys Lives of all the Phyloſophers, with 
their —— Effigies in Folio bound. 

The Life of IFilliam the 3d late King of Eu- 
gland and Prince of Orange. Containing an Ac- 
eount of his Family, Birth, Education, Ac- _ 
 eeflion to the Dignity of Stadtholder and 
ieee of Holland, his Marriage, Ex- 


pedition 


Books Printed Cc. 
pedition to Exgland, and the various Steps by 
which He and his Princeſs aſcended the Throne; 
wich the Hiſtory of his Reign, Enterprizes, and 
Conduct in Peace or War. And a Relation of 
his Will, Death and Funeral, intermixt with 
very many Original Papers, Letters, Memoirs, 
his publick Speeches, Declarations, Treatiſes, 
and Alliances, ſeveral of which never before 
Printed. Illuſtrated with divers Cutts and Medals 
c. 8vo. Price bound 68. > 

The True-born Fngliſ- Man a Satyr. 

An .. Enquiry. into Occaſional Conformity, 
ſhewing the Diſſenters are no ways concern g 
in it.Bythe Author ofthe Preface to Mr. How.p.6d. 

A Poem on the Memory of King William by 
. 2 „„ 

Geografy rectified, or a Deſcription of the 
World, In all its Kingdoms, Provinces, Coun- 
tries, Iflands, Cities, Towns, Seas, Rivers, Bayes, 
Capes, Ports; Their antient and preſent 
Names, Inhabitations, Situations, Hiſtories, 
Cuſtomes, Governments G. As alſo their 
Commodities, Coins, Weights and Meaſures 
compared with thoſe at London. Illuſtrated 
with Seventy eight Maps, The fourth Edition 
enlarged, to which is added a compleat Geo- 
graphical Index to the Whole; Alphabetically - 
digeſted; the whole Work perform according 
tq the more accurate Obſervations and Dif- 
coveries of modern Authors. By R. Morden. 
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